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PREFACE‘

THE READER

Eing recommended to many of youg

Favours, by feveral worthy Merchants
in Ewurope, I think it is my Duty to make
fuch Enquiry into Difeafes as [mall [cate
#cred Learning will permit me, that theres
by I may appéar to you worthy of fuch
Eftimable Proteétions.

The Care I bave taken in the following
Lines, I hops will be a Guard again{t all
Accufations of plagiarifm, itis what by all
Authors with thc. utmoft deteffaiion cught *

to be ayoided, and was always my Averlion,

; »



By tracing the Footfteps of Nature, anc
eonfulting t!_)ofe Laws which fhe has pr‘:«::.
feribed to Mechanicks (or her own Mo-
tions) #he truce foundation of Philofopiay is
a0 be fupportod,

With thefe Principles, her Pathes being
paved and checkgr’d? the Endeavourer tg
be at the fountain of natural Knowledgs
‘eannat wander tq, and fro, at random, bus
will be p_uﬂ)'ing direétly towards the Goal ;
and in Procefs of Years, by fearching inte
other Mens Works, he wil]l be able to rai”
@ [uperfirufuyre that will excite not only
the ftudy of the Reader, but alfo i#'s Evi.
dence will force his Aflent,

As this Eu_qgi;y is not built on abftrufs
and hidden principles, I fomewhat flattep
my ‘{el_f_ that ic will be uleful and agrecable,

becaufy -
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(becanfe the weakeft Capacity will pot be
Med away by obfcure Eancies or interpreied-
Dreams, : ;

Plain Argument and ftri& Sence I have
chofe rather than Elegancy or pol,itenefs
that it may be eafy é}}d intelligable te
every Brother, and Proﬂtablg to thofe who
are Strangers to the Profeffion apprehend=
jng the more familiar it is, the more ac-
geptable ; end that truth alwayS Shine
cleareft whenjt is not far removed from it’s
Orbit, (viz.) Commeu Senfe.

Compaflion to our fhort Period of Li‘e,
and Humanity to the Afflicted, ars fiifi-
cient Motives to Spirit up the Learned tq
find eut th= mofk certain Remedy’s for fuch
Diftempers, as we at ptcfcnt ars leaft pro-
vided againtt ; and truly what Subjz& ds-

ferves thelr attention more than that, which
Exel 8
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£ xcites the moft Grievious complaints, fos
Life at beft is but # 70:, thercfore ip
fhould promp them to a Vehement Defire
?‘Curing; that each Circling Year may
Glide on without the addicional Burthen of
Acute Djﬂcmycrs acquired,\ |

As to what Errors the Judicions fhalf
find in the enfuing Pages, I thall with tha
utmoft humility Acknowledge and Confefs;
fince I have not wrote with a view to ime
pofe on the Ignorant.

But, if caviling Heroes, furly Criticks,
or Captions Wranglers, Sneer, with a Plufl
‘I had rather pity theic daring Boldnefs;
than expofe their burtlefs Folly, and qra
rogance.

The Errcrs of the Prefs and fome overe
fighis ol my owa, are chicfly owing to the

Lty
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hutry of Bufinefs (my Profeffion call’s mé
to,) which I am confidént the well Bted
Gentleman will over-look. _

If Beauty, Life and Spirit (which are
requifite quallifications for an Author) are
fome what wanting to encourage your Ate
tention ; admit me the fame excufe, which
Ovid made when on his Exile (viz. Tha#
good Lines never flow but from’a [erene
and compofed Spirit, for Wit fly’s bub
Slowly in a damp Air.

However, to Obviate any Mifreprefens
gations that may be made on the publication
of this I piftle, I ask leave to declare upon
my Word ; the fole Motive that induced
me to take up the Pen again, was an earn-
eft Defire of being enroled in your Elieem
and Favour ; and how could I lay claim ta

yout
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yoir Friendhip, but by émploying fome of
iy Timeé in fearching into fuch Diforders
as have been deftrtiCtive to the well being
of yon;' own Healths, as well a5, Ravaging
that Eflential part'of your Plantations (viz.)
“Tke Lives of the Negro Slaves.

The Methed I have chofé in writing
¢hiefefew=Pughs, is the fame with that of
the Ancient$ as appears by Galen’s Letter
to Cecilianis, Alexanders épiftle on Worms
to 7heodorus, Diocles on heéalth to dstia
gonas &e. for I humbly. conceive every
Young Author ought to write by way of
Letter, to fome I earned Phyfician, whofe
Segacity will prevent the Tender Shrots in
Phyfick, from having their Underftanding
{ed with falfe Theorys,

In the enfuing Pages I have given y01)!

the true Caule of the periftaltick Motion
of
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“of the Bowels, the reafon of the Jaundicé,
Coftivenefs, the Alteration of the Al in
different Scafons, the Symproms, Caﬁi‘es,»
and the various Stages of thé Diftemper
bercin treated of ; and alfo the Mzthods
)vithvwhi‘ch it has been handled by fome of
the Ancient and Modern W'ritcr‘s, all vyhich
I have given in as concife a ‘Maﬁner as
poffible I was able. . S e

_But if I could have had, the; Baromcter
._a‘nd Thermometer with fome other proper
Jnftruments, I would .h,a:y_c g_ivc;n yol{ the
‘ ‘\VvevigAhtl and alteration: of the Atmof] pi;cx;é,,as
v_zlf\o. the different Degrees of Heat, that has
occuréd fince my Arrival, which would
:havc n;ade this Epiftle fomew_h‘atr Com-
;‘pleﬁts the want of which as well as. patt
.efmy Books with many other Neceflary’s

were left in England? thro’ the {mall No-
ncc
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tice ahd Refoluticn of my Ceming Abroad,
therefore hope fof the prefént, yoi will ace
cept of thefe locfe Obfervations.

If this fuperficial Perfcrmancé will be of
Ufe to any of my Brotﬁers, or Entertain-
ment to other Gentlemen, or fheuld it
Excite avy to fatisfy this fﬂand, wiih 3
ore perfe€ Efiay cn the Subjeé& than T
bave been able to doe; I fhall be well
pleas’d and fatiéﬁed.

And if it rheets wiih 4 favourable receps
tion, it will prémpt me to make a diligerit
énquiry and Tryal of all the natural Springs
in this Ifiand ; which by varicts Exéct’x’.
ments, fhall be zble to give yen 2n Ace
countt of, tcgether with the principles théy
='Bound,;w’vhcther of Sulpher, Steel, Allum,’
Cathiartick, Salts &c. And alfo the quarie

tiry
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tity each quart contains, and whether Se-
perately cr Cembined.

After 1 lave fo fat fatisy’d you, and find
it will be agreeable, I fhall Endeavour to
Entertain yoﬁ (Uf I can find Leizure from
the many Avocations 1 may meet with)
with 2n A ccotint of all the Plants, Shrubs,
Herbs &c. which are produSeme here, to-
‘gether with a true Diftinélion of their
Species, and alfo dcfc_:ibc their difterent
Virtues as well as the Tifne and Seafens of
perfedtion for Ufe: '

Fearing 1 have made teo free with your
Jime in this Preface, fhall new take leave,
and hope thé fo}icwing Pages will net cnly
be Amufing, but of Beneficial Service to
the Publick, whiift anloﬁﬂy my future En-
deavours fhall be employed to give you' all

the

~——
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the Satisfallion you poffible can defire,
that thereby I may Merit your Efteem
; and Regard, is the fmccrc Defire and Wilh
M |
GENTLEMEN,

Your moft Obedient Servant,, -
DALE INGRAM,

Barbados Februaty zoth 1743-4
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TO Dr. HENRY WARREN.

GIVING,

AN ACCOUNT OF THE CAUSE,
_OF

- The Dyfentery that Reign’d with fuch
Fury this lait Seafon.

IN
BARBADOS.

S—

SIR,

HE Mukirude that have funk undet
the fatal Dyfentery, which hath for fome
time reigned in this Town and Ifland in

General, have fo far taken upmy Attention,
as
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#s to prompt Me to make fome Anatomicak
Inquiry into that Diftemper, and as I know
your Humanity and good Nature muft
Commiferate this general Calamitv I am
induced to think you will caft a favourable
Eys on an Attempt to difcover the prine
cipal feat of the Difeafe; and if I thall bs
able to Pci;:t otit thofe parts of the Bedy
wherein this D1 mdﬂr appears to take jt’s.
frit rife, and irace it thro’ i’s dreadful
Courfe, Witl}out incurring your, Cenfure, oz
being Guilty of any Trefpas on the Laws
c:f Mechani{m, I fhall thick my felf fuffici-
ently recompenced for this my {mall Labory

sowards the publick Service.

Tviswith this View, that I take the i’
berty of fending my Opiaion to you, not
deubting but that your accailomed Genero- -

Gy,
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ficy, will give the following Lines an Exami.
pation, and thae the large Draughts you have
talely oF Phiyfical and other Learning as weil
s your Exzénfive Judginent in Aris and
Scicnces which hath lnnfr appeard to this
pact ‘of the ‘\'\’ond 1%l be = faffcienr
Guard againft the Hazard of my Mifleading
coy One by = groundlels or ConjeCruzal

Hypothefis.

)

Indeed Sir, I cannot but fay that ar
Anatomical 'Inquiry into the Seat of aﬁy Di~
feafe and of the parts affetted tl*cv*ax,
feems toms to bs the proper if not the omy
fure Ground-work whereby to proceed t:o
Saveftigate it’s apparnt Catxu,, and the
-proper Means of Cure to be applied.

I beg leave therclore to proceed to the

Inquiry,
To
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T O form a right Idea of the Seat of this

fnvererate and direful Difeafe, I humbly
conceive it to be highly neceflary to confi-
der the natural Ufes of thofe Vifcera which
ere principally affe€ted, ( viz.) The Bowels
with their periftaltick Motion, the Liveg
end Gall-bladder.

All that have attended Anatomical Lece
tures, muft have obferved this fine Motion
of the Bowels, it being moft Elegantly and
diftinétly feen in the Rabbit (the common
Subjeét for the Demonttration) which being
dbleired alive, the Alternate contration
aod Dilatation appear plain, and Satis.
fa&ory to every Curious Spe&ator, and

: eonvince every one of the Neceflity of fuch
@ Motion as abfolutely Ufeful for feperating
gnd forcing the Chyle from the grofleg

partes
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partgs of the Ailiment or Food, without
which the Blood could not be recruited, nog
the Human Body daily nourifh’d ; and we
learn whilft the fuperior Seftion of the
Bowels contrals, the Inferor is dilated, by
which Actions the Excrementitious parts
of the Food #aken in, are protruded out of
the Body ; which lcads me to enquire how
thefe Actions or Motions are promoted,
whereby the true Caufc of Fluxes wil}

clearly appear,

- As this Vermicular or periftaltick Moa
tion is alfo to attenuate the Chyle, fo the
Allwife and great Creator forefaw ths
Danger they would be fubjet to, from
their violent and continual Action, therefors
to prevent them from being Lacerated, or
forn, ordaind their Suulture of five Coates

each



[6]
each of which is feperarely Ufeful asg' zp<
pears- from. the Anatomical Terms they
are Lnown by (vie) atembranous ; Colinlbusy

Bufeulons, - INervous, An L Villoas:

The manner how this Afion is increas d’
or Dirﬁiuifh’d, is from a larger or lefs quan-
tity of fome Fluid, ftimulating firft ths
Netvous Coat, and thercby the Mufcnlay

is fet'ia A&tion,

The Fluid that eppears fubfervient foa

this purpofe I humbly conceive and ap-
pieliend to be the Bile, becaufe it’s conitic”
tucat parts are Saline and Sulphurious,
which pardeles are pungent, and have az
altive Quality, and coufequently are moft
capable to procure a Stimulus on the Ner-
vous Coat of the Bowe's, and at prefenc T
know not of any other Fluid is the Animal

Syftem
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Byftem fo well firuaced and rezdily adapted

for this necefiary Tnceat ol ITiee

I muft beg leave to Oblrve that therz
afe two forts of Bils the Heparick and
Cyfiic ; The lormer is Miidw, Thinner and
more Infipid, than the latter, which Is of
@& decper Colour, very bitter, puhgcht;_ azd

g+ ¢ |

“fharp, 2 d alfo-that the Hzpasick Bile na’

patural St.e,te is continuaily drilling into the

Duodenum thro’ the Dudius Cholidechas,

¥hich is_ compos’ d ol the ¥ umicaof sthe

Porus Bilarius and Cyfic Tu't.

e

{This Pipz
Coates of the Bow: AT oad 100 1t not |
R RRS add freaar T 112 U Colizus
AP R REG T TCha e Pt
and very p:.,bz';i?'; Naoe 1o d it,

becaule the Lue fhould
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tatcly Rufh in.  This is the employment of
the Hepatick Bile, whilft the Cyftic is laid
up in the Gall-bladder as in a Refervoir bea
ing partly feperated by Glands lying in the-
inward Coates of the Cyftic in like manner,
asthe Cerimen or Ear-wax in the funnel

of the Ear,

That this Bile doés not always flow o
s evident from the Cjftis having it’s Cervix
(=) Strifta, er fundo Aitior, but I confels
it may eafily be fquesz’d by Compreffion
thro’ any increas’d A&lon of the Abdo-
minal Mufcles, or contiguous partes, or by
a full Stomach which will prefs the Liver,
& confequently the Gall-bladder, or violent
Vomitings, &c. And I conceive bad if mot
¢éatal crnfequences would arife if this Bile

wasg

(a) Dr. Bocthave’s own Words,




Col
was perpetually to flow, and as Dyfes-
teries are for the moft part attended with
Neaufza’s, Rcachings, and  Strainings, fo
are the Abdominal Mafcles fet in violent
Action, by which the moie pungeat Bile is
thrown iato the Guts in greater quanticys
Now than at other times, which gives an

additional Weight to the Diitemper.

ra

But to return; 'ffi’,,ﬁrezlgtﬂing this my
O)pinion, admii me 1o cbferve, that all
IR erical Perfons have an uncommon diften<
fion in their Bowels, aad are {o very Cos-
tive, that the moft ffimulating Purges and
CIyR:;S have beza for fome time found in-
ef=%tual ; this is owing to fome ebfirullica
in the DBiliary Dufs, or more properly
fome Concretions in the Dultus Cholido-
1 Pile into the Du-

tdenum,
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tdenum, and is the caufe of white Stooles
in the Jaundice. . ]

The PBile thus “ﬁ is forced bgck
and Regurgitates ‘into the Venal circus
lating Elood, and in time if not Remedied,
the perifialtick Motion loofes it’s proper
Ation; whillt on the other hand we fee
when this Obfiruétion is relieved by Me=
cicines, The Bile at firft rufhes fo faft into
the Gut, that the Patient has for fome few
Days a Diarrhea or Loofnefs, which is the
long wiflied for Symptom in that Cafe. 38
- the Obflrnéticn appeares to Le cpened and
canfequently the chief Caufe R emoved,

It is true that moft Authors. have fip<
pofed the Caufe of the Jaundice, to procecd
from Scirrhclities of the Liver, but what
few I have diffieCted, that have died of this

~

Difeafe,/ have always found the Vefie]
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ftuffed with concreted Stones, and believe

this O pinion chiefly now prevails,

But I muft admit (as I believe) that
the Jaundice is produced from many other
'Caufcs, ahd the late great Dr. Eoerhave
with Skill and Jadgment, has Learnedly
defcribed them in a Chapter of his Praétical
Aphorifms entituled, Hepatitis et IGerus
Multiplex. They are fuch as Frc()m In.
flamation of that Vifcus, Callus Steatoma,
A poftems, Cancers, Extraordinary and Vi.
‘olent Efforts of Vc»miﬁing, great’ pertur-
bations of the Mind, inveterate Hypo-
chondriack A{fef’tions, &c.’ But be plealed
to obferve that the two before affigned,
(viz.): A Scirrhous Liver,” and an Ob.
flru&tion of the Biliary Canals, feem to be
the moft general, and the Latter of which

mott frequent. "The
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The Cafe of Mr. Menzies which was
communicated to the Royal Society in the.
Ycar 1730, by Dr. Alexand Stewart Phya
fician thgtﬁ to the Quzen, plainly convinces
i that it is impo{fible to have Stooles withe
out Bile, an Abltralt of which may not ba
in this place improper

¢ Mr. Menzies being in the goth Year of

¢ his Age, was wounded in ths Gall-Blad-

Lal

der about three in the Morning O¢tober

Lal

3oth 1728.

¢ I was call’d November 2d. about Ele
ven in the forenoon being the {ourth Day
after he receiv’d the Wound,

¢ The Surgeon who had attended him
¢ from the Begining, told me that Lis Belly
¢ had been all along diftended as I faw it,
¢ giving the appearance of a Tympany o

Afcxtcs,
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¢ Afcices, end it comtinued at the fame
€ picch of Difdeation neither Diminithed nop
fenfibly encreas’d to the time of his Death,
He never once went to Stool from the time
he received the Wound, tho’ ftrong Purges
and Clyftcrs were given lor f{everal Days,
and without any Opiate having ever been
given, which might have retarded Stooling 5
yet he took what was thought a fufficieng
quantity of Diink and Liquid Feod,

¢ Upon opening the Bedy "before feve
¢ ral Surgeons, the Abdomen appeared
¢ diftended as faid before, and the Skin of
¢ thz Belly tinged Yellow as Safion ia ma-
¢ ny places, 2 Trianguler Wound appeared
¢ about two laches on the right fids of the

¢ Navel, the DircGion flanting upwards

Cbliquely - thro' th: Iatwcguments and

T~

penstrated thre’ the bortom ef the Gall
bladder
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¢ bladder, without wounnding the Liver of
¢ the Neighbouring partes.

The GdlLEla_ddcr was flaccid or col-
lapled containing only a few drops of Gall,
which fiightly flow’d out on Sgueezing into
the cavity of the Abdomen thro” the wound.

It isa'fo obferved that the Bowels had
loft all Motion thvo’ a Tetal want of Bile
orly ; for a more perticular’ Account, Vid.
Pailof. Tranf Abd. Vol. 6. Pr. 3d. Pag 94.

Dr. Stewart has alfo communicated an
other Cafe of the like Nature, which is
that of a Serjeant of the Horfe Guards,
whofe Gall-Bladder was wounded, withont
any other Powel being much Hure. Ths
Symptoms whilft he Lived (which was only
feven Days atter, the Wound given) were
a great diitzntion of his Belly, but without

Ruétys
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Ru&u; or. Flatus. upwards or downwards,
or Borborygmi, no Paflage by Stool, not-
withftanding all the Art of the Prolcffion
was Adminiftred. tfhs further account of
the Cafe you have in the Scotch Medical
Eflays Vol. 3d. Pg. 406, where you will
find it mot Beautifully defcribed and Ele~
gantly Commented on,

More Inftances to prove that Coftivenc(s
‘proccedes' generally from an Obftruétion of
the 'Biliary Canals might be recited ; But
for Bravity fake, thall only acquiaiat you
that ‘whilft a Papil in Mr, Guys Ho/pital,
1 opened a Body that had la:rc ftones 1a

Bile Vefiels, fome of which were of a
Brownifh Colour, and near as big as Nut-

megs, which caufed fo great a Retention of

tha Bile, that they withfteod all the Dom-
ZAfculppian En-

bardmeits of the Ablet ;
siicers
<]
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gineets, nay even Mercury himfIf was no#
able ro force the Breach, for the Patient by
Dr. Oldfields Order took near a Pound of
Quick-Silver without zny cfie@, all which
1 tcok out of his Stomach after his Difceafe
which I believe to this Day may be feen at

the Apothecary ’sof the {aid Hofpital.

TFrom hence it is not to be doubted, buf

the Patient would have had ftooles, if the

<)
e
=
N
e

recion could have been Diflodged.

Tam fenfible that fome time there may
be other canfes, tho’ not {o Obyicus cr
cotamon, which mzy rétand, or evem to-
tally check this Vermiculer Motion ; and
of thefe, are fuch as, the want of a due
Energy, or AQlivity in the Eile it felf, ox
the want of a due Influx of Animal Spirits
fato the Merves {ubfervent to the Inte 1"33':

O
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or a confidera able Stoppace of . any part of
the Inteitinal Canal, thro’ Spafimodic Con-
tractions, Volvu]us or the lee and balfo
Iam pvrfwaded that fomc 1E fot aII of
' thefe (thf* Volvulus CXCCPLCd) do frequbntly
h’lppen in the Cohba Pi&avorum but here
1 mu{’c fuppofe the Bile to be fui%aently
pm eat, and Imtaung, if it had it's due
Courfe and no fuch Obﬂru&xon in the

Inlteftines to happen.

What' is here faid of the memc inaty
CEf>&s of a Reucxltxon of the Blle _OF. 3
volunmry flowing into the- Int eftines too
abxmdamly, may be farther and almoft ds-
mon{trably proved by what is very ﬁequently ‘
obfcrv‘.d in new Born Chll ren, wz 75 ezr‘f
'waok Body’s appm/ ing v 51}' Tel[cw; The
Reafons for which be pleafed to give me

leave in this place to Confider, and it will
with
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with much firength Corroborate my Argue
ment: | »

“I'hat Children newly Born, and fome-
times a few Days alter appear with a Dis<
unét I&ritious fuffufion over them, has
often been taken Noticé of by the prudent,
tenidet Mother, as well as by Midwifes and
careful Nurfes:

This Yellow Tawny difcolouring of the
Skin, is very evidently owing to no other
Caufe, than that of the Bile (which mutt be
derived to thé Foetus whillt in Urero with
the Mothets Blood thio’ the Umbilical
Vefiels, and being as yet of no Ufe to the
tender Babe, is ftored up plenti‘ully in the
Hepatick Channels and Refervoii) being
ftopped from flowing into the Duodenum,
by the thick and Glewy Mutus, with

which
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which the Inteftines at this time abound,
and by which the Mouth of the Perus
Bilarius is firongly Obftruéted,

This Paflage being thus damm’d up,
fome part of the plentiful Bile regurgitates
into the Hepatick Veines and is mixt wich
th: Circulating Mafs of Blood, which is
the caufe of a fort of Jaundice and aps
pearance of the Yellow Hue,

Probably, leng, tedious, hard, cruel and
difficule Labours, togerher with the ftrug-
ling Efforts of the lang confined Infant, tq
rid the Mother from it’s now no more wel-
come Guefs, and as it were by Inftinét of
Nature ftrugling to appear before her, to
refrefh hwr Spirits, to give comfort and in-
ftantly to wipe off the “cruel Tear, by caft-
ing {miles on 2l the tired expedling Friends.

1
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I fzy thefe tedions and almoft ’irili:'uép;ovrta‘blﬁc
Labours that cohtri[uute{ often to this rc;.
gurgitation of the Bile, and Children with
fo much Difficulty brought into the World,
are obferved’ not bxﬂy to be fo difcolour’d,
‘but are found exccéding Cottive, nay T have
known a Child been Bon thite Days with-
oitt a Stool altho’ Clyfters,” Sc. s bech
adminiftred, As this' Cafe too ofteti hape
pens, and Internals frequently failey of Re-
lief ; "Natures providential‘and ‘tender ‘Cark
;the Milk feems mott properly ordained for
Releif, for by it’s thenand Deterging’ qual -
lity, ic feems wifely adapted to this” very
purpofe; and is capeble to force away this
thick Obftru&ting: Mucns in the, BbWéfs
and promote Evacuations; . ’

As foon “as « this :Stoppage. of-the:! Bile

comes
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‘:gomes to bé __rcmovs'd‘, it flowes copionfly
into the Bowely infoxﬁhch that in fome of
the firft Days we Oenelally find the new
born Babe to be much Grlped and have
frequcntly grcemﬂl Bilious Stooles, (called ~
by Nurfes Loofnefs) which are owing to
the great ir:itat@on of that ftimulating Li-
quor the Bile, o

Another Argument of Proof of what I
havc Advanced concerr;mc the force of thc
Bxlc m*y b“ ;akcn from wu?t Is notori-
ouﬂy ob LVg,d in many old P°op1e of both
Sexms for it is certain that all the Juices of
fuch are commonly rrmk_er and more acrid
'.tharn-in younger People, as appears by their
Spicle, Sweat, Urmc, Fzces &c. And con-
f»qugndy in fuch'the Bile muft be ﬂ]arper

and morw Vclhcatmv (C Rtetly paribus)

than
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then in younger People, whofe Humours
arc milder in general. And hew greata
Number doe we daily fce among the Aged
dye of Diarrheas and Dyfenterigs, however
thele are the Symptoms that for the moft
-part conclude their laft Scenes of Life, and
many of thefe I am inform’d have fallen
lately under the furions Rage of the pre~
fent Diftemper.

Having now Explain’d the chief and
moft immediate Inftrument, and the mane
ner how the periftaltick Motion is carried
on, and alfo ths ill confequences of the
Biliary Fipes bzing blocked up, as well as
the fatal Mifchief of the lofs of Bile, I
fhall now confider the Scat and Symptoms
with the vatious confiftancies of the Stcoles
in a Dyfentery, and fhew the reafonable-

2{3 of this my Opinion. From
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From the aforefaid convincing Proofs of
the generdl Caufes of 2 Retention of the
Facos in the Bowels, we may be afured
that the ftrongeft Purges cannot Operate,
neither can Natural Stcoles any more be
Evacudted, than the periftaltick Motion be
carried on without_ the flimulating Force
of Bile; therefore (vice verfa) it evidently
appears for Truch, that the Dyfentry is
caufed by tob grédt & quanticy of Bilious
Tuices, flowing continuzlly, and tco abund-
arltly into the Duodenum, caufed by fome
ﬁi('ordcr of the Liver znd Gall-bladder,
from which arifes the Griping and Grumb-
ling pains in the Bewels, which are well
known to be the firft Symptem of this Di-
{zalz, and moft commonly appear two or
three Days before bad Steoles fhew them-

{alves.
This
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_This Opinion feveral Centurys paft was
hinted at by a Judicious tho> Ancient Phy-
fician, yet it has by moft Modern Writers
-that I have feen, been ovérlookt, or at leaft
fmall notice taken’ The"AuthorI mean
is ALEXANDER, who was a Grecian,
and made a Orcat Flﬂure n Phy{' ck- at
Rome in the Reign of ]uﬁm ]umor wmch :
was in the Year §65, The Words are, in
a Wczzkﬂef: qftlac szr, ami D)fmler_y
Alzbcularb is guod ’

The Con ,un&lon hcre made of the leer
thh the Dyfentery, is evident Proof that hcv
believed, that the former Was affeCted in
fuch a Difeafe. |

That a Dyfentery fo ’ma.ny 'l;earé fincé
was kfiown appears plain from bis ordétiﬁg
Riscubarb, For he mentions it only as an

Aftiingent,
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Aftringent, angl truly it’s purging quality in
thofe Days were not known, for PAULVS
who wrote after ALEXANDER feems to
be the firft who takes any Notice of the
purging Quality of this excellent Root,
and he tells us how we may make fome
laxative Mediciass fironger by the addition
of Rheubarb.

Dr. William Cockburne late of London
{fo far Eipoufes this Opinion as to fay,
ien 2 Flux proceeds from indigefled

Foed, Fruits or fuch like, it is cafy of

But when Bile is the Cavfe, it is move
difficult.

It isno fmall Satisfa&ien to find my
Hyporhels ncarly tally with not only that
of Alexander's, who was the greateft in

his
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his Age, but alfo with that of fo Emmis

rient 2 Modern Writer,

By all Hands ic is agreed, that this Dise
hes A ocavs

temper has been more fevere and frequent
than heretolore, but it is not to be won-
der’d at, when we confider and Examine
the ftrong predifpoﬁx:g Caufe that contri-
buted to render the Dyfentery more Ob-
ftinace and Fatal than Ufual (viz.) That
there were fiix or feven Months of conti-
nual Dry and very Hot Weather, which
made the Blood more aduft, and confe-
quently all it’s Secretions, particularly the
I;‘.i/g now much more acrid, than in
an ordinary courfe of Seafonable Weather ;
The Oyls and Salts of whicli the Bile 1§
chizfly compofed, bng by moans of the

extraordinary Heat, and/ Drought very

sreatly exalted (as the Chymifs Phrate ir.y
Beiide
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B:fde from f{uch Caufes we have tag
much reafon to fufpat that the Glands in
the Myfentery became confiderably ob-
firucted, and alfo of confequence the
La&eal Veflels which pafs thro’ them, which
ought to receive a confiderable Mixture of
thin foft Lymph, infomuch that a great
part of the Chyle and Lymphatick Juice is
now hindered by fiich Qb ﬁru&Aon from
purformm'* it’s natural Courfe, and feems
to be much bereeved of the neceffary fip-
ply of thofe mild Fluids,

From hence we may learn that all Me.
dicines which open and Deobftruét thofe
Glands, are of.moﬁ Eminent Service in the
Cure of Laxes, Diarchesas and Dyfen exrys.

To Proceed ; From the firft Attack to
it’s fatal Period. The Patient complaines of

a Violent inward Heat in his Stomach, and

by
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by defiring his Band to the place of Pain,
the right Side is rather pointed at, and that
part of the Diapiragm to which the Liver
is by it’s broard Ligament tyed to; which
Demontftrates that the Heat complained of
is from an Infamation of the Liver ; for it is
fgivuated {o advantagicully as to cover part
of the Stomach, being ordain’d to affift
digefting the Ailiment therein, as wd}‘as‘
the immrediate Organ for Secreting the Bile
from the Elood, therefore if there is a Dis-.
temperatire of the Liver, the Hepatick
Juices will become vitiated and Depraved,

If we refle&t on the largenefs of the Liver
(which in Adults is about four pounds) it
will appear that Providence forefaw the
Neceflity of fecreting a large quantity of
Pile, as being abfolutely neceflary for the

well Being of the Animal Syftem, and tho’
the
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the Gall-Bladder is very finall in Proportion
to the Liver (being not above the fize of a
fma]l Hean's Egg) Yet in healthy Bedies
it is a fufficient Refervoir for accep:ing-all
that the Liver prepares, becaufé ﬂewl.;:z:ﬁ
continually - keeps drilling fmal-porsions
into the Gut Duodenum for the Ufes before
mention’d, -

As this is the State in a healthy Confti-
tution, fo will it appear contrary in fome
Inflamatory Diforders of the Liver, for the
Gall-Bladder being feated ina Depreffion

on the Concave fid:, is fubjeét to be com-

preft or fqueezed by cvery fwelling or Dis-

tention of the Former, and to fo great a

degree as to be incapable of retaining iv’s

proper Contents viz ) Tke Cyffic Bile ; there-
{
fore, inftead of difllling flowly the IIspa-

1]l S oo =4 e 3 4 115 R R
tlek 1ato the Lowels, it is compeiled 216 o

Qliciaree
»




0oy
4. (o
difcharge a‘wmh great Prec1p1mtlon and
force, having it’s fides not only compreft,
but alfo it’s Coates relaxed.

Another Caufe of the Dyfentery is chiefly
from the Southerly Air, that in one time of
the Year blows here, and as focn as the
Wind begins to Chop about to the South~
ward, Dyfentery s mal/e their appearance,
for then as it were the natural Clymate is
altered, the Air being at fuch times more
moift, Phlegmy and Light, than when it
was Notherly, therefore it is not to be
wender'd at, that the Humane Struture
becomes too much unbraced, and when fo,
the ' confequence will be a Relaxation of
the Liver and other Secretory Organs, they
being by their natural StruCture more fub<
Je€t to be Unbraccd.

That
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T'hat the Body becomes Relaxed in a
moift, Light, and Damp Air, is fuffici-
ently proved by the Barometer ; for in fuch
Air the Mercury always falls, whilft in a
bright, fharp and ferene one it arifes high,
and Dr. Hally fays he has found, that the
¢ rifing of the Mercury in the Barometer
¢ haflily, forebodes an Eaft or North-Eaft
¢ Wind.
¢ (That the falling of the Quickfilver por<
¢ tends Southerly or Wefterly Winds, inter=
€ mixt now and then with Showers of Raia.

Now as much _Rain almolt always Sets
in wich the Southerly-winds, this Ifland is
fubj>& to in one Seafon of the Year, it is
not greatly to be wonder’d at, that Sick-
nefs takes ic’s Birth or Date from thence,
for moift Vapeur’s being caliailed from

the Earth, the. Weight and Llaftic Force

Qr
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of the Afmofphere is Diminifhed,

That fuch damp Air will caufe a Re-
laxation of the Liver, and alfo on the Gall-
Bladder, is very evident from the lownefs
of Spirits which is felt by the AflliCted at
fuch times, as well as by all Hypochona
driacks; for- the pores of the Skin being
fiopped up the Materia Perfpirabilis is
forced inwards upon the Inteftines; and
when ever the excretion of the Parfpirable
Matter (which is much geeater than all
other excretions of the Human Body put
together) is inverted and ‘precipitated on
the Inteftines, it falls thro’ them as it were
in a flood, Vellicating, and corroding their
mward Membranes, and Ulcerating ths
the Mouths of their exhaling Vel:ls, oc-
cafioning thereby many of the fevere Symp-

tems that attend this Diftempat.
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Now let us fuperadd this circumftance,
of inverted perfpiratory Matter being forc’d
violently into the Inteftinal Véﬂ‘els,'to W/azﬁ
has already been related, of the Dire ‘
Effets of the Bile, and we fhall be able to
Form a clear and juft Idea of the Diftem-
per, that yet too much Reigns, and has
hitherto occafion’d fuch Fatality amongft
allforts of People in this Ifand, '

Surely no one can déuy from what has
been faid, that a fuperabundant quaniicy
of Bile falling into the Bowels too haﬂily,
will - caufe a ‘Dyfentery ; however leaft I
ave not made it clear to fome, admic me

» remind you that ths very Bile it felfvis
en volded wich the flooles, which fuely

a fuficient Proof,

From every one’s Obfervarion, 1t is

evident
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avidefit that a North-Eaft Wind s moft
Healthy to chis Ifland, bue itis the cons
ttaty in England, for when the Wind blows
out of this quarter every Perfon muffles up to
fcreen himfelf as much as poffible from it,
for Difeafes are well known at fuch times,
%o be more rife or frequent and more efpes
cially the Liver is obferved to be greatly
affeCted, and very often fhews it felf Dia
feafed by figns of an approaching Jaundice,
# Difternper ftrictly and exaltly reverfe to
the Dyfeatery; Buc as frequent in fuch
Seafous fin the Britith Ifle, as Fluxes in
Barbados during Southerly Winds. .
Having laid my great Strefs ,\onvt‘ne
(‘.yﬁ?c L’-iie as being chiefly the caufe of
Dyfenterys, when by .my means it is either
yervexfﬁ '~y/ Air, ot forc’d out of it’s
Nidos
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Widus in teo great a quantity, by anIn.
flamation of the Liver, &c. 1 beg leave to
remark that in all Inflamatory Diforders the
Liver and Bile are more or lefs affeted,

"This Dr. Deideir a French Phylician hag
Obferved, and fzys that Perfons who have
died of Malignant Feavers, have their Bilg
of a Grals Grean Colour, and that thofg
who in ths Year 1721 died of the Plague ag
Marfeilles, had “their Livers enlarged tq
double their natural Seize, as well ag
ftuffed with Blood, and alfo their Gall blade
ders, full of black and greenith Bile,

1 have hinted this to fhew that the Bile
is fubj& to undergo alcerations by Dif-:;:xf:#
as well as capable to procure a Diltamper,
when it's fecretions and excradons arz day

foltive, or when it isnot in 4 natural hsalthy

l
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State, and the Dottor further obferves, that
the Bile of 2 Perfon who dies of the Plague,
will kill either when it is outwardly ap-
plied to wounds or injeCted into the Veines,
and this he has many times made Experi-
ments of upon Animals,

Haviﬁg now given you my Opinion of
the Caufes of the Diftemper herc treated
of, I fhall humbly fubmit it to your Confi~
deration, whillt Icaft my Eye ypon fome of
the chief Symptoms that the Patients are
arilitted with, and fhall endeavout to point
out their different States,

The firit Symptoms that attack the ten<
der Body, are griping Pains for two or three
Days, accompanied with frequent large
Bloody and Slimy Stoolfs.

The Blood fo voided with the Excre«
mzats, may be accounted for, by thres dif«

LY

¢ ferent Caufes, viz ) The
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The firft, is by a larzz and hard quane
ticy of Foeces prefling and extending the
Bowels beyond their natural conformity
and juft Tone, fo that the Haemorrheidal
Vellels are thereby forced to let goc‘:;\:ncn;'
Contents,

The fecénd, procesds from a violent
Inflamation of the Bowels which they are
fubjett to in Dnyntcr,ACaﬁs and are very
frequently fo diforder’d, from which ths
fmalleft Veflels that only in a natural State
tran{mitted ferum or Lymph have their
Diametens, fo enlarged as to give way to
the red Globuler particles of the Blood
to pafs thro’ them, and by their exhaling
Mouths into the Cavity of the Inteftinal
Canal. Many inftances have likewifz been
taken notice by Phyficians ¢ That in fome
" favere Cafec ffz"’ﬁ& D‘fordcz"? Blopd has

Aanmua
p‘,
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€ appearently flow’d both thrp® the Duélng
¢ Cholidochus and Pancreaticus end fa
€ been carried thro’ the Body with the

¢ Foeces,

The third Canfe, arifes from the fharp
and pungent quality of the Bile, irritating
and Excoriating the Bowels themfelves,
which it has great Power ever at this time,
becaufe by number of former Stoolgs, their
fafeguard (the patiral Micus) has been
crove off, as it were by the torrent like
expulficn by which the tender Bowels are
rcbbed of Natures prov1dwtxa‘ Shield, and
left guardlefs to the Stimulating Aai:i par=
ticles of the Bilious juices and Cecricfive
Salts of the Excrementg

About the fourth or fifth Day, the
Stoolds often appear like Dregs or wathing
of Meat, it is then that the Villous Coat

of
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of the Bowels is excoriated, and-as it wers
gaawed into by the dhpraved Bile.

Hippocrates in his xxvt Ap! horifin {'1)';,
if fmall peices of Flefh bz cjeSed with ¢
Excrement by him, who has a Bloody-
Fiux, Jt is Mortal ; for the Guts are ex-
coriated, corodzd, and begins to Sphacslate.

The laft Stoolds that are voided before
Detth, are moft tommonly of a Blackifh
Yellow, and very frothy, which fhews their
confiitence to be compofed, partly of Bile
tho’ frequently they are from a Mortifica-

£ 3
tion bzgua.

To this, the Divine O d Phyfician, ob-
ferves that a Flux procesding irom black
choler is pdortal,

He a licrle further explaines, whae he
means u/ black Chzlcr, in f2ying it fiznie
fies depmﬂved Bile which bas lofp it’s hale

fd,w,':. A
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Jamick partes; and is become fharp and
Acid ‘and hence corrodes the Guts and
caufe fuch a Flux a5 muft needs prove
Mortal, being a fign that all tends to 4
Mortification,

And truly the horrid Stenches of the
Stooles, the convuliive Hiccups, intermitting
pulle, coldnefs in the Extremities clearly
and evidently coz’robotate}' ‘and Tcﬁi(y’s

77 this Opinion,

u Thele are the Chief Symptoms of this
monftrnons Diftemper, which has for many
Years feem’d to be thexopprobriu@’i’dg;ﬁ: ;
corum, as appears by the variot;s l'b#.:;
that aimoft infe€tuaily have been put into
~rafiice hitherto, 4 fmall Recital of which

erhaps may not be difagreeable to you,

The frik I ikall mention is Alexander

ho lived in the fixth Cmtm‘y and floutith’e
after
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after. Letius, this Learned Greek, orders for
a Dyfentery at firft, Bleeding to t}vb £ad
Heminas, and alfo vcry&'ﬁft’ly condems the
rath and unditinguithing PraQice of fome
who immediately- through in Cpiates ; lor
fags he ¢ 1bey doc but bind up the bumours
¢ for & Time, affelt the bead and Strength,
€ and accafion a raore viokat return of ibé

€ Hux aftei wards.

Dr. Friend fpeaks to the fame purpofe,
and {ay's Opiates fhould not be ufed in
Dyfentery’s ; but in cafe of ablojute Ne-
ceflity ; and he commends Alexander’s juik
and Skiliul Argument againft & dangerous

a Pradtice.
FIRINT,

(a) Hemina’ fignifies an old Cresk
Meafure, it coatained about fonr Ounces
and 2 half; among ths Remans jicis half a
Scxtarigus, the Moderns makes 1t to hoid
ten Ounces. :
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BLINY, adviges for 2 Dyfentery, Watdg
in which a Hot Iron has been quenched.

DIASCORIDES, orders Wine, that hag
had the Hot Iron qenched in it.

AVENZOAR, an Arabian who fols
lowed the Galenical Syftem and profefsed
himfelf of the Dogmatical of Rational Seét,
{ays he cured himfelf of a Dyfentery by
wearing an Emetald upon his Belly, and
advifes, giving it inwardly. The Dofe he
orders is about fix Graines pulverized.

AETIUS gives this Stene a Chapalteg
for ftoping any Flux of Blood.

With the ntmoft Submiffion to thefe twe
‘Antient Writers, I cannot forbeer giving
my Opinion, that the Emerald either out-
wardly applyed, ot fo fmall a Dofe inward-
1y taken, can be a-ny ways Beneficial to the

Afiiced, but appears an Idle Conjc&mbc.
L,
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Dr, WALKER, tells us at the Seige of
Londonderry, the Soldiers were fo reduced
thro’ want of Provifions, and the Lax, thag
they were forc’d to Eat a Mixture of Suep
and Starch, by which they were pot only
preferv’d from  Famithing, byt alfo were
cured of the Difeafe,

Dr. WILLIS, obferves that in the Yeay
1670 (which was the Time that the Dy-
fentery reigned fo Surprifingly Violent in
Loadon ; that many died in twelye Houyrs,
tho” they were perfeltly well the Day be-
fore) thar Mediciaes of the Warme Clafy
had the beft Efie&t, and many Ouvder’d wich
them Toaftzd Bread fpread with Treacle,
which was dip’t in Strong Wine, and ape
plied to the Stomach,

When our Englith Army in Ireland la.

boured under a violent Dylentery, another
- Now
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i‘Tew Medicine was thought on, which was
the funguous Subftance of Wallnuts, that
Yies berwix, and sperates the lobes of
the Kernel, this b"m‘7 drl‘*d and powdered,
a modsrate quantity of it, was given in
Wine, and bappily had Succefs, tho’ the
Difeafe had Elnded the Skiil of all the
Phylicians before.

(b) Dr. de Juffieu of Paris, has ﬁrongly
recommended to the Academy of Sciences
ihe Simaroula, which is the Macer of ths '
Ancients, hs fay’s two Drams made into.a
bccb&ion is a Dofe ‘which has Lad Suce
cefsiul Eficéls,

This Medicine has been tryed here, and
it wenld give me great Satisfalion, if iw

tiuth

&

(b) Vide memoir del’ Acad des Sucncns
for 1729.
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"mztb I c_ould acquajnt you, that it kas
been ‘o;f‘ fervice, but alas by flrigét ens
quiry, itvappr:arvs not worth a further Tryal,

D:. KRAMERUS, affures us, that a
ﬁcco&ion of common Millet Seed (call’d
8t. Ambroyes Syrup) may be depended on
for a Cure. »

‘ A Gentleman whofe Name is concealed;
hés récAommcnded‘ to that Indsfaftegable
and truly Euminent in his profeffion, Dr,
ponro in the Year 1733, T'he Coneffi
ga;jk, it growes on the Cormendel Coaft
in the Eaft Indies, the Dofe he erdersis
half a .Dram powder’d, and to be given
four times a Day for three or. four Days.

This Learned and. Excellent Plyfician
has tryed the Mzdicine, and fay’s he cured
an obftinare  Dyfentery . with .it, . whicl

{4

would not yeild to any Medicine before,
. ; oM

In
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In the Philofophical Tranfa&ions of the
Royal Society, you have a Method pres
{cribed for Relief, it is Intitled 47 Ine
Jallible carve for & Dyfentery which I Refop
you to , ¥id Vol. 3d, Pag. 114,

Dr. Batemans Pectoral Drops by many
ar: extoll’d for a good Medicine in this
Difeafs, whilft by others Dr. Lovels Styptic
Is cryed up as fuperior to any, and no lefs
Infallible, |

-What Service the Ceratum Antimonii
(waich I have recommended to the Praéti.
tioners, from ‘the good  Authority of it’s
Efficacy, as it is fet down in the firft part of
the sth Volume of the Scotch Medical
Efay) has been of, atprefent, ean only fay,
thatit has met with more Succefs than any
ether Medicine-before it ; and this I have

{rom {o good Authority, that no oae can
: difpaig
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difpute it, I mean from the Mouth of thae
Modeft and Judicious Géntleman Mr. John
Lmahan,

1 thall forbear Reciting the almoft aumma
berlefs Methods that have been preferibed
for Relief, 2nd the Forms fer down in the
late Authors, Allen, Shaw, and othersy
balicving the Reader will think I have been
too prolix already, as well as, it would
fwell beyond the bounds I firft intended
this Epiftie,

And as I do 1ot prétend to enter unpon
the Therapeutic Province, fo hope the Rea-
ders will exciile ms from relating how Ef<
ficacious, the Ipecacuanha, Cinamon (in
various Forracs) Aftringent, Balfamicky
Abf%rbent, and Diaphoretick Medicaments
are in this Dileafs ; and it js fxficient to un-

derftand, that they ace enly to be Admin;i
fire
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fired by able Phyficians, but éven with the,
Utmoft Tendernefs. and G-irCumfpc&ion,;‘
firft weighing the Oeccafion, Sealoa, Age
and Couftituon with the Symptoms and
Stages of the Dxﬁemper

. And as thefg }':ms as well as the
many ochers, which. judicious and experi~
enced Mem have prefcribed, been almeft
found infufficient to give certain Relief in
all Cafes, it is to be hoped that - by the
Labclg:es of the Learned, fome more Efs
fatiual-Means, may b:_hc;caftgr fallen up=-
én, therefore 1 forbear at prefent giving a
perticular account, being feafible it would
pot give you a plealing and S..asla&my
~ Ainends for your {pent Time, which Iam
convinced youwhold dear by the Zcal you
always have thewed for. the Good of Man-A

(ind, I Admiaiftring F\ulu to the Poor
and
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and Diftrefled, a3 alfo by the Numbég
pou have with great Skill and Care Refcued
(for a time) from the jaws of the Gravg
and Death, '

To return to the Subje&t arid to End my
Narative:

With whét Fufy this 7jrdﬂt has ragéc! :
‘this laft Seafon, and the Numbers 17 has
fweept from the Surface of this fmall Ifland,
€ach Plantation too Evidently convinceth
ws ; and with Amazement in few Hours
hds it ‘edgerly  fhatthed off the deareft
Friend ; who juft before feemed Harty,
Hale, 4hd Well. For quickly this Monfier
Robbs the Eody of it's prmcxples oi Life,
¢caufing a Diff patiori of the 1gnc0us paf-
ticles or the Blocd 5 ’HmrMﬂItnl*~
3 &*Bowels—bcm-"mmwthnr “their textnse

oo gives \May—end=Breskss-whichelgss
; thig’



Stheskdmpd ; for the! Mechanifin of our Bos

cdies,)is-tiot unlike to'a Ckym{[i: Furnace,
which at firtft well retaining the Heat, i
wery propet for the. Operation of Art; but
at la&k (binks, and Crevices being made
T#hereiny it ceafes to be {o, theHeat gets
ctitg away throngh them, what. Fire foeves
you kindle therein.
.- From hence we may learn how Deatly
Detives (viz.): Firft by.a gentle Debilitas
“tien of Natures!, Stength, 2d.-a Confuma
/. wamion of the moift principles of Life, laftly
<& total Extintion; of Natural Heat.
- Sanél or‘u/s makcs the mamterfance of Llfc
go depend upen the Rencvaticn of the partes
o FheHlufivions BACON conceived that
Death Enfued from an unequal reperation

pf-the lignid or foft, and the dry or more
s folid

.‘;t“\
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folid Parts, or from a Deficcation of the
Radical Juices.

This opinion is agreeable to Dr. Sprengell’s
Explanation of the xxviijth Aphorifm of
(c) Bippocrates, who fays, ¢ When our
¢ circulating Juices are wafted, and Ex-
€ haufted by the viclence of the Difeafe,
¢ then Motion ceafes, and confequently

¢ Heat, which is the Effeé of Motion,

® not at once, but gradunally; beginning at

t

& the Extremes, and ending at the Center.

(c) nerminus wero mortis est, cune
wnime calor supra umbilicum ad locune
septo transverfo superiorem ascendit, ¢k
ommnis bumov exuritur cum autem pulio
gt cor calore im mortiferts locis coacervate
b wmorem amiferint, caloris Spiritis con=
Jertim exhalat, cujus ope totum cuin tcto

compalivm crat,
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